well, the calendar savs it is. even if the
D . weather doesn't always agree

o
e e have had various activities for members such as

For those of you that missed our Kick Off Brunch
at Toby's On the Lake, we had a great turn out! We

welcomed [many new faces and reacquamted ourselves

the upcormno season and it's oomo to be
packed year with fun for everyone. Allin
was great and the company was even bel

R

going to t6 be a fun year, so dust off th

however, here are some additional details which
interest.

Most of the events are tailored toward family.activities
using our MG's such as; Drive & Dinner/ Plcmcs,,!Car z
Shows, Drive & Tour Local Attractions, MG Tech Ses---

sions, Hare & Hound, Road Rally, and events with other
Brif§ish Car Clubs.
The hosts that are planning the event must make the
necessary arrangements and reservations such as planning
a route for the drive involves making a practice run some
time before the event and possibly making a map for those
of us who have no sense of direction. Hosts in the past have
generated quizzes with questions about the local attractions
seen on the drive. The quizzes have been fun for both the
driver and navigator.
If the event has a picnic scheduled at a city or county
qeRark, a reservation or permit may be required. If the event
s adinner at a local restaurant, reservations will need to be
made to accommodate the group. Members have also
hosted events at their homes which have always been
successful and memorable.

Thinkingonmy feet, ] answered the question as-best I could: |

a touring quiz, identify the MG part, Tech Tips. and
entertainment. All the expenses incurred for hosting an

.event will be paid for by the MMGG Treasury. The club

tiiesfo avem,,e around $350.00 per event. The hosts are not

A‘ :expected to-pay to fund any part of the event. Hosting an

is the best 1 way to meet your fellow MMGG Members.
Roger Kamopp
ery BIG thank you to Roger and Pat Kamopp (and
osting.ourfirst.event..of 1993, the Minnesota
G Grou pnno Kxck Off Brunch atToby’s on the Lake.

=

I'd like to take this opportunity to welcome two new

‘;mermbers. Victor Moose who owns a white 59 MGA with
“afascinating history, that you'll have to ask him about it

when you meet him, and Michael Vang who owns a white
69 Midget. Gee guys, don't drive 'em in the winter, you'll
never find 'em in the snow.

Not only was it encouraging to see so many new faces
in the group, since the weather was cooperating, three of our
four marques were represented out in the parking lot as well.
Jon Carlson's MGA (does he ever NOT drive it), two B's.
Mark Brandow's wife Elaine's MGBGT all the way from
Minnetrista, and a Midget (with the top down no less).

Allin all, a good time was had by all who attended, and
we have several event hosts lined up for the years upcoming
events. Remember, it's not too late to become a member of
the MMGG. Fill out the application on page 4. send it in
with $20 and you too can be a member of the largest MG
club in the state. THE MINNESOTA MG GROUP!

Dave Stovall
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1993 MINNESOTA MG GROUP DIRECI‘ORY
President Roger Karnopp 454-1379
V. President Mike Funck 934-4950
Treasury Al & Sharon Kelsey 891-3452
Secretary Dan Shidla 831-0291
N.L. Editor Dave Stovall 894-4203
N.L. Publisher John & Cindy Eaton 891-1897
Photo Album  Randy Byboth 777-3748

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS & ADS
PLEASE CONTACT:
DAVE STOVALL
155 BIRNAMWOOD DR.
BURNSVILLE, MN §5337
PHONE; (612) 894-4203
FAX: (612) 645-6668

MEMBER APPLICATION & RENEWAL
Membership dues are $20 per member/family per year.
Includes 1 year subscription to the MMGG Gazette.
Send $20 check payable to:

Alan Kelsey - MMGG
15942 Harmony Way Court
Apple Valley, MN §5124
(612) 891-3452

Unless-otherwise noled, opinions expressed in the MMGG
Gazete are those of the authors and do not reflect official
policies or opinions of the Minnesota MG Group.
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GROUY

Hello Minnesota MG Group Members. Our
1993 calendar as follows is tentatively
planned. We need your help and support in
organizing and hosting these events to make
them successful. I invite and encourage all
of you to get involved during 1993. GET
MORE OUT OF THE CLUB BY BEING
INVOLVED, VOLUNTEER TO HOST AN
EVENT. Contact Roger Karnopp at 454-
1379, if you’re interested in hosting a 1993
MMGG event.
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Apr.17 Spring Tech Session Hosted by
John & Cindy Eaton.

May?22 British Car Picnic HOST NEEDED

-
June 19 Drive and Dinner hosted by b
Kevin & Carol Mahoney.

July 18 Sauk Rapids Picnic hosted by
Doug & Mary Madson.

Aug.15 Flying Cloud Airport Museum
Tour hosted by Jim & Joleen Lymburn, and
Mike & Pam Funck.

Sept. 11 Wheels & Wings Ken Merrill &

. Al Schrmdt.
. 0ct 9 Pail Color Tour Elmo & Darlene

1 ‘_Holiéay Party HOST NEEDED !

of the MMGG-and will run
news Fplacé an-aa; pIease call ,
__" tbe ed1tor Non-member ad rate is $5 for. ‘%)

ale - Rear body clip for 62-80 MGB. Good shape.

Brian Buchmayer 770-9614.(ma)

or Salé - Midget dashboard, like new. $50. Jim Anderson

" (507) 234-6691.(ma)

For Sale - 72 Midget. Mustard yellow, black int., chrome
bumpers, Rostyle wheels. 50,000 orig. miles. very minor

rust. Newer clutch, starter, and tires. Runs great uses no oil.
$3500 OBO. Ron Julias. (507) 282-3412 after 8PM.(ma)

For Sale - Hardtop. Fits 62-80 MGB. Fiberglas reinforced
plastic. Quick installation. $300. Al Kelsey 891-3452.(mam)

Wanted - Wire wheel set up for Midget. 4-5- goodwheels.
front hubs, rear axles, knock- offs. etc. Jim Anderson (507)
234-6691.(mam)

For Sale - 71 MGB parts car, complete but rusty. $30("”%
OBO. John Wold 924, 5th Ave. So. Stillwater, 55082 439-
6714(mam)

2
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OR SALE: LiquidatingSprite SCCA Production and

' .sc. Sprite parts. 948 eng. parts. new & used.New

slicks & rains. Ribcase gearbox. Misc.wheels.radiators,

susp. parts some body & glass.etc. John 476-6005 or

Phil 866-8843.(amj).

Normally ads are 85 for non members ,but this turned

into an article, and one of the saddest I've heard in a

long time so, this one's on me Chuck -(ed.)

FOR SALE: Years & years ago, 1965 to be
exact, this portable parts platform left En-
gland as a MGB. Time and tons of road salt
have taken their toll, and she is only a
shadow of her former glory. She is no longer

road worthy or restorable, but she is a
tremendous rolling collection of; on,,mal-
parts. Currently she has a 1964 3" main’

bearing engine and transmission for run-
ning gear. And yes she does run! Every:
with the noblest of intentions, I'd star
up and drive her out and back intg-her
UnfortunatelyFhave‘come®
(gau&ion that she is too far gone to
AUSTBId" HEF farewell, “(ACt

goodbye to my British Belle!!)
Her original 5 main bearing engine
transmission are part of the package, as are
6 wire wheels, 2 full sets of gauges(l set..
from 1964 and the instruments in‘the 65 |

dash), 2 SU carbs, 1 front brake rotor and"

caliper, extra Armstrong shocks, 4 brand
new Firestone BR78X14 radial tires, 2 trunk
lids, radio & speaker, other parts and pieces
that haven't seen the light of day for 10
years! And a bunch of sheet metal from
Moss Motors - including floor pans and sill
parts. Everything was stored inside since
she was taken off the road. (Nothing was to0o
good for my Belle.) I really don't want to
bother with selling bit by bit so the first
$2400 takes it all! I've been told by those

Who know this is an excellent deal. So bring
vour trailer and we'll drive her on, pile on
the rest of the parts and I'll have a good cry.
Call Chuck at 828-9126(days)

ot 835-3673(eves.) and take home the parts
bonanza [ used to call sweetheart.
(see what I mean? -ed)

FOR SALE: I have the following parts for sale
to fita 72 MGB-GT, $1000 OBO for all.

2 chrome air filter covers, 2 std. air filters &
covers, ash tray, back seat, misc. harware,
misc. chrome trim, clutch, brake & accel. pedals,
console door, dash knobs, defroster ducts &
hoses, 2 doors with all glass and hardware,
drive shaft, emergency brake hand lever,
front bumper, fuel pump(broken), fuse box,
gas filler neck, fuel gauge sending unit, tnted
windshield glass, hatchback glass, wing win-
dow glass, rear quarter glass, door glass, glove
box door, hood, inside window handle, interior
“doar panel, interior trim,(misc. pieces), 2 leaf
“springs, amber marker lights, radiator fan,
complete rear axle, rear hatch with hardware
id glass, rear view mirror, steering column,
sun visors, windshield wiper arms. Please
oy (H) 612- 7/0-7737 or (W) 612-

,,_;plds caravan trip to University Mo-
tors Summer Party on April 23rd, at
. 7:30:PM at Al & sharon Kelsey's (15942
Harmony Way Court, Apple Valley).
"We will be talking about the trip
schedule, route, points of interest
enroute, support vehicle, lodging, etc.
It's not too late to join the group and
be part of making the plans.

i ] MG ¢ Austin-Bealey * Triumph © Jaguar
< v Tho Most Exlensiva iaventory

MBS | o Free Comprahonsive indlvsduat Catatogs

¥ | o Freg Quarterly Kewstatier witi: Sais Sectioa

805-%&-5910 800-235-6354
. .1 24 Hour Wordwide Fax  Toll-Frse USA 2ad mu

Moss Motors, Ltd.

£.0. Sax 347 « 7200 fiziineor Avonue
Goleta, Calltenia 83117 » §08-356-1841
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1992 Treasurer S Report 1-1-90 ThrouOh 12-31- 97

Category Description

Income

Assoc. Memberships 6600 60.00 102.00
Badge Sales 8100 304.00 36.00
Embroidered Sales 211.00 0.00 4700
Full Memberships 1,820.00 1,640.00 1,660.00
Newsletter Ads 5000 4000 0.00
Shirt Sales 4000 74.00 13.00
Total Income 2,268.00 2,118.00 1,858.00
Expenses

Ad Expense 136.05 175.20 96.06
Badges ' 780.00 6.00 . 0.00
Bank Service Charge 1940 56.13 6239
Ceramic Costs 0.00 0.00 156.00
Check Printing Fee 0.00 -
Christmas Party 125.00
Club Entertainment 140.00
Club Improvements - 0.00
Embroidery Costs 0.00
Food at Meetings

General Office Expense

Meeting Ex;

Merr_]be hip Packet

Prizes
Expenses - Other
Total Expenses
Total Income/Expense 409+ rELY -58.78
| spousk B
“WORK PHONE
_Istate ER
ANNUAL MEMRBERSHIP IS JUST $20.00
YEAR COLOR
YEAR COLOR
YEAR COLOR
4 Make Check Payable To: Mail Check To:
Minnesota MG Group Alan Kelsey
15942 Harmony Way Court
Apple Valley MN 55124
Minnesota MG Group Apri 1993 - _' N



C.C. vs C.X.1D. | CC. s ©C.X.ID. cont

John Eaton - Technical Editor MGA 1500 Bore Dia C.LD. C.C.
~ A couple of years ago whilé rebuilding the Std. 2-375': 80.885 1483.34
Fwwlotor in the MGA, I got to wondering how +.010 2.885' 91.519 1493.72
much boring the cylinders to accept +.030" +.020 2.895" 92.154 1510.14
over pistons, would increase the displacement +.030 2.905" 92.792 152059
of my previously standard 1600 motor. As +.040 2.915" 93.432 1531.08
you probably know, a standard 1600 motor +.060 2.8935" 84.718 1552.16
actually displaces 1588 cubic centimeters.
One evening my curiosity got the best of me MGA 1600 BoreDia. CID. CC
and I found myself crunching numbers until] Std. 2.968" 96.860 1587.26
finally arrived at a formula for determining +.010 2.978" 97.514 = 1597.97
engine displacement. _ +.020 2.988" 98.170 1608.72
It's very straight forward, and if you don't +.030 2.988" 98828 - 1619.51
know italready, hereitis. Firsta few facts: <+-040 3.008" 99.483 1630.33
1.) The area of a circle= pi times the radius +.060 3.028" 100.816 1652.08
squared. .
2.) pi=3.1415926 , - MGAMMU _BoreDia CC
3.) R=Radius=1/2 cylmder bore diameter. Std.-.7 . 3.000" 1621.67
+ L 30107 1632.50
times the height of the cyhnder 3.020" 1643.36
5.) Height = Stroke =piston trav 3.030" 1654.26
6.)1cu 3.040° 1665.20
inches. - 1687.18

Cubic.Inch Displacement (GLD)) ¢ 2180 :::’:'::
Bore 3 ders. " .

_2) X pl x stroke x # of-cylinders. 3.180" 111192 182211

3.190" 111.882 183358

Cubic centimeter displacement (C.C.D.), equals 4 gqg 3.200" 112.595 1845.10

the same formula above, but then: divide the,.: +.osu, 3.220" 114.007 1868.23
whole thing by.0610237. I g

For example, a standard MGA 1600 motor,
using the formula above, is 1587.26 C.C.D.
Hmmm, 1587.26, why did they round it up to
15887

Now let's see what a .030" overbore does.
Standard bore is 2.968 add .030 to that and get

WE SERVICE ALL FOREIGN MAKES

BMW * HONDA * MG * MAZDA * NISSAN * SAAB
SUBARU * TOYOTA * TRIUMPH * YW * VOLVO

2.998. Once again using the formula above, it u:." ﬁl-;‘ OR GREG BRANDOW
comes out to 98.828 cubic inches or a whop- AT (812) 823-4155

ping 1619.5061 CC's! WOW that's almost a

MKII! Just so you don't have to do this, here are

the calculations for all MGA & MGB motors
Wm standard to .060" over

y ] Minnesota MG Group April 1993




REGATIT.IA

MMGG Grille Badges - Let others know
you belong to the BEST car club around.
Badges may be purchased at club events
for $9, or by mail from Roger Karnopp
for $11. Send check to Roger at 1295
Deerwood Dr., Eagan, MN 55122

Club Logo Patches - Embroidered
patches with the MMGG Logo. Contact
Color Weave, 8020 University Ave., Frid-
ley, MN 784-0708.

Shirts, Caps, Cups & Coasters -
Golf Shirts in a choice of red, white or
blue are $13. Blue baseball style caps

logo. Coffee cups with the MMGG logo
are $5. Coasters with logo are $2.50
All are available at club events. Help
support your club by purchasmg offi
c1al MMGG. regalia.at.our next even

Minnesota MG Group April 1993

Arxouind TThe Bennd

Some up-coming events from various car clubs.

APRIL 17 - John &Cindy

at Quality Coaches.

WHAT: 6TH ANNUAL MMGG TECH SESSION

WHEN: SATURDAY APRIL 17 AT 10:30 AM

WHERE: QUALITY COACHES 20 W. 38th. ST.
38th & Mconet Mpls. 824-4155

WHY: CHOOSE ONE:

There seems to be nothing better to do.
It was either this or wash windows,

My supply of greasy clothes is running low,

: .:ilhaue a burning desire to learn more about MG's.
are $6. Both have embroidered MMGG .° :

As: Peter Eagan once said, MG's are a great
device for:the prevention of cobwebs in
yotir tool box. But then if you own a MG I'm
3iyou already know that. Havmg owned

can say “that as far as I'm

orward to those mysterious, logic defying

“problems that MG's are so noted for...well

there's probably a little something wrong
with you. But don't despair, there are others
‘withi the same problem. You could look at

this tech session .maybe as some kind of
group therapy; or not.

Nonetheless, whatever your mental state,

this tech session will be a great opportunity
to learn more about transmissions in par-
ticular and any other tech topics you might
care to bring up. Or if you just like hanging
around kicking tires and looking at all sorts
of really cool old British sports cars, this is
your opportunity. Hot dogs and pop will be
provided.
APRIL 23, 24, 25 - The first annual Auto Restoration
and Collectors Show at the Minneapolis Convention
Center. Over 100,000 square feet of antique and collect-
able cars, street rods, parts, vendors. demonstrations,
and services. DON'T MISS IT!

6 -

Eaton host a Tech Swsiow

;,,;::;,most impertant.tools. whenm

™



Cabin Freverx
Not to be confused with “Jungle Fever”
. Dave Stovall

- After attending The Kelsey s Tech Ses-

sion, I can't believe how much I want to get

my Midget out of storage and drive it. Even

though I've lived in Minnesota for over 14

years, this winter has been the worst. Not

just for the weather, but I believe I now

know the true meaning of the term "Cabin

Fever. I miss going out to the garage to

"escape.”" I miss the smell of fresh wax and

- Armor All. I even miss the fresh oil stain on
my garage floor.

While cooped up in the house, reading

back issues of various British car magazines

- and service manuals, (which probably
doesn't help my longing to drive and:.work: .
on my Midget), I came upon a: few *British" =

terms that peaked my curiosity.*Some were
easy to figure out, some weren't. After:
~research, I finally flgured them:

Bobby

sausage
dynamo burr from cu ttmg, drilling
joint washer ground :
oo pilot bearing
trafficator fender
spigot bearing toilet
earth gasket
wing generator
fraze directional light on dash
banger policeman

If those were too easy for you to figure out,
I have a bonus question for you. What is the
meaning of the following English expres-
sion?

"Shouting for Huey."

Answers in next month's Gazette.

~

, MMGG Word Scramble

SHI DLAYESLEHK
MATHSITTIRBPA
BGM IMWNOQRULR
NCM I I ZTOOBGN
EAGNNULRI ZM O
SRGZNNGOLATP
M IDGETEWS ST EGP
GLLAVOTSS JBT
A EKSWEATONGE
CGM EUQRAMTMG
OCJKPKCNUTFAI
TRACLLOFMCQD

Find the following words in the above
scramble. They can be horizontal vertical
diagonal and even backwards.

Kelsey Moss Funck
Wing =~ MGA MGB
Group® Minnesota Marque

Stovall

Kamopp ‘Faton

""”red at the Metrodome Hilton Saturday
trch 27th for the Minnesota Triumphs Inter
-Marque Dinner. As guest speaker of the

:@évening, Mr. Brand delighted the crowd with
...“tales of his days with the Group 44 Racing
Team. He also spoke of his long time friend

and other "notable" in attendance, a former
professional stock car driver, who now owns
Archer Classic Cars, Bobby Archer. Bobby
brought three cars down from his Duluth
dealership for all to admire.

On display werea '77 MGB, a '76 TR6 with
16,000 original miles, and a rare 1968 TR 250,
that was produced for only one year. All were
beautifully restored. Also on display was a
Lotus powered Arkley Sprite owned by Mark
Brandow of Quality Coaches. Several vendors
also had displays set up as did a few of the
Twin Cities British Car Clubs.

The MMGG had seventeen members in
attendance.

. : Minnesotu MG Group April 1993



THE MOTHER OF ALL TROUBLES

I’ve been told that the cause of electrical troubles in
integrated circuits has finally been discovered - it’s
smoke. Smoke is the thing that makes ICs work,
because every time you let smoke out of an IC, it stops
working.

Of course! Smoke makes all electrical things work.
Remember the last time smoke escaped from your Lucas
voltage regulator? Didn’t it quit working? [ sat and
smiled like an idiot as more of the truth dawned. It’s the
wiring harness that carries the smoke from one device to
another in your car. When that hamess springs a leak, it
lets the smoke out of everything at once and then nothing
works. The starter motor requires large quantities of
smoke to operate properly. That’s why the wire going to
it is so big.

Feeling very smug, I continued to expand my hypoth-
an, “about-1000 tons of ongmal MG factory press
- “dies ahd: assembly jigs were still around.

esis. Why are Lucas electromcs more likely to leak

Sure makes electronics e
R .ﬁ:“ﬁa' R ”/.:5,“,} RSN

New Hope For

R Ny
- 2E
merlca we £
- -
A

" not a replica body, but an exact replacement

Last - The MGB

BY PETER EGAN - ROAD & TRACK

Here you are, owner of a 1968- 1973
MGB, mourning the fate of your car. Oil
changes and tune-ups have kept the engine
running, the engine runs fine, the all-syn-
chro gearbox is still good, the brakes stop,
the shocks damp and the steering steers.

Unfortunately, all these components are
bolted onto a rusted-out body. Heroic ef-
forts, welding and new steel panels—have
probably kept the car on the road for a
while, but one day you are forced to admit

Minnesota MG GI‘OU[; April 1993

that nothing solid remains to which panels
can be welded. You look at your faithful MGB
and realize that what you have in your
garage is essentially, a parts car. So you strip
off the valuable pieces and send the chassis
to the crusher. Your old MG, with its history,
title and registration numbers, is gone for-
ever,

With more than a half-million MGB's
produced from 1962 through 1980 and
130,000 of those cars still registered in the
US, this has become a common scenario and
a sad end to more than a few of these cars.
So sad, in fact, that two Englishmen. Peter
Mitchell and David Bishop, finally decided to
do something about it. They discovered that

With thé growing worldwide interest in the
toration:of old MGB's, why not (they
2cl) revive production of the original

ust what they did. Pormmg Brit-

Heritage in co-operation with

up,.the old tools were uncrated

§hed an 1 assembly ine was laid

hired (many from the old MG days),
and new body shells began rolhng off the
li 4

00d: fenders and trunk lid. The result was

for the original, built on the factory equip-
ment, to factory standards, right down to
the grade of steel and the type and number
of welds.

To publicize the new American version,
BMH imported a tired old 1972 MGB from
the US, used it as a parts (and title) donor for
a new BMH bodyshell and had a crew of four
work around the clock to reconstruct a new
car in just 16 days. They then air-freighted
the MG to New York and drove it 3000 miles
from coast to coast. This new/old MGB was
left as a demonstrator with Moss Motors
Ltd. in Goleta, California. Moss is a specialist

8
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supplier of MG and other British parts, and
a designated BMH dealer.

Ken Smith, public relations coordinator
™t Moss, invited us to borrow the red car for
a road test, so | flew up to Santa Barbara, just
south of Goleta. Smith picked me up at the
airport in his own MGB and gave me a tour
of the Moss facility, whose vast warehouse
of British parts is enough to arouse latent
kleptomania in the average English car buff.
At the far end of the warehouse were stacked
12 new BMH body shells in gray primer. We
wheeled one out into the sunlight for a
better look.

Still a lovely shape after all these vears,_,
. ‘natural comparisons from the staff dunng
" 'OUF test,  Steering is slightly heavy by cur-

chrome-bumpered (pre-rubber—nosed) cars
built from 1968 through 1973; though
d.ths

i B B

unnel AIFcrassis are ¢o coa atel

the door, wh1ch has to be aligned
door hinge adjustment.

The bodyshell looks so clean and.im-.

maculate that it’s hard to imagine anyone

donor car. The natural instinct will be to
refurbish the old parts and buy a lot of new
ones— an instinct on which both Moss and
Rover Group are counting.

The British Motor Heritage car we tested
was assembled by the MG specialist firm of
Brown & Gammons in England. The car has
chrome bumpers, two SU carburetors, an
all-synchro 4-speed transmission with over-
drive, chrome wire wheels, a Moto Lita
steering wheel, flawless red paint, and a
(" Moss black leather interior with red piping.
- The engine is a stock 1.8 liter unit, except for
a mild street grind on the cam. The detailing

9

of hoses. lines and ancillary items in the
engine compartment is of show quality.

On the drive down the coast to Newport
Beach, the cars mechanical integrity proved
to be as good as its appearance. While I've
never driven a brand new MGB (being on
my third used one), the BMH car feels as 1
imagine a show room new 1972 MGB must
have felt. New Armstrong lever dampers,
taught steering, fresh springs and new sus-
pension bushings, all work to accentuate the
traditonal, basic charm of the MGB, which is
a feeling of solidness and mechanical hon-
esty. Ride is excellent over a variety of road
surfaces, not quite as harsh or stiff as our
shorter wheel base Miata, which drew many

rent standards, but with good road feel
rough the'wheel. In hard cornering the
:ar-initially exhibits a fair amount of body
1, then takes a set and motors through

lye 185 70HR - 14
‘tred”%able 0.08g

ne of the most pleasant aspects of the
tH car is its overdrive. Flick the wiper
stalk toward you in 3rd or 4th gear and the

. Laveack de Normanville overdrive unit gen-
ity shifts up, dropping highway revs to a less
transferring worn or dirty pans from an old"

hectic level. In 4th gear at 65 m.p.h., the
tach falls from 3400 r.p.m. to about 2700
and the relaxaton factor in losing those 700

‘revs is astounding. The BMH MGB drones

along without commotion at 75 m.p.h., while
my own 1973 roadster, without overdrive,
sounds as if it’s consuming its innards at that
speed.

Instruments are nicely laid out, with
round faces. All visible through the steer-
ing-wheel rim, with a rectangular oil-pres-
sure gauge in the center.

Continued next page.
Minnesota MG Group April 1993



MGB Cont.

Passenger leg room is so good that short
people can’t reach the end of the footwell,
while the driver’s side is about right for this
6 foot 1 inch driver with the seat all the way
back, at full rear tilt.

With the top up, the windshield seems
rather short, and you have the sense of
driving along with a cap pulled down low
over your eves, Visors are almost redun-
dant. Rotating heater controls are the usual

stiff, dumb design, and they often work

when they are new. These did.

Cold starting is done with the' loclang_

choke cable fully pulled, and.the.knob has
to be eased in by stages until ‘the engine

warm. While acceleration is leisurély”*by

ant deep, ‘mellow 1 note Midrarrg..
excellentizsgiving sthemcanar
driveablity in traffic maneuver
mechumf good:if-notworid-cl

rent cars.

was impressed and charmed by it; ‘an

than one found himself wondering if a' new/

used MGB might not be a rational alterna-
tive to a brand-new current sports car.
Combine a rusty, used MGB with a new
$3995 British Motor Heritage bodyshell, and
you have a project starting point of around
$5500.

With paint, wheels, top, tires, chrome, inte-
rior kit, a drive train rebuild and a few
careless moments with the Shiny New Parts
Catalog, it’s not hard to imagine that an
owner could spend another $ 10,000 com-
pleting the project, not to mention some long
hours of labor.

Which makes the brand-new rebuilt MGB—
Minnesota MG Group April 1993

modern standards (0-60 m.p.h. mm 8 skc-

as several people have pointed out-about as
expensive as a new Miata. Neither car, how-
ever, is really a replacement for the other. A
Miata is a modern, competent sports car that
you can buy now and drive hard with little
need for hands-on mechanical involvement.
A British Motor Heritage MGB is a labor of
love that just happens to work quite nicely
as an automobile. It is also a sports car
whose character and subtle charms have to
be experienced before you can understand
why so many people have worked with such
enthusiasm to save it.

Bridsh Motor Heritage MGB
060 MPh.caciciereneennnenen. 12.8 seconds
. 0-1/ 4 mile .o, 19.0 seconds

b bricé for Bodysheli .. .$3995
i68 a8 Tested. ursrsr$12,000-$20,000

as tested will vary greatly depending
1e level of restoration you choose and

Everyone on the staff who drove the MGBV h:ow much of the work you do yourselt

TYPE tevererereornsrsnsessensnnensanee O.H.V. inline-4
Displacement............ 111 ¢.i.d./1798 c.c.
Bore X Stroke .......cceveeeece. 3.16x3.50in
80.3 x 89.0mm.
Compression ratio.....cccoueeeeccecesesenees 8.8:1
Horsepower(SAE)92 bhp @ 5400 rpm
Torque .......... 110 Ib-ft @ 3000 rpm
Maximum engine speed......... 6000 rpm
Fuel injection ............ two (1V) SU carbs.
Fuel ....... prem. leaded, 91 pump octane
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GENERAL DATA

Curb Weight ......covevenneenceenennnnnenen. 2305 lbs.
Test Weight..coeeeeerreeniesccrisnsnnnnes 2450 lbs.
weight dist, /1,9 ..covvvevveecnccenneensnnens 51/49

(P hEelbaSe ....ccccveresrrvurenienccsseresnnnns 91.0in

RS - (ol 5 7 o/ 49.3 in./49.3 in.
73 4724 o o (R 152.7 in.
L2 (0 [ s OO 59.9in.
& (=371 1 RPN 49.8 in.
TIUNK SPACE «eeeeeecervenareccnnnsonsannenees 2.9 CUL fL

DRIVETRAIN

Transmission ....... 4 speed manual with OD
Gear Ratio Overall Ratio (Rpm) Mph
1st........ KR 2 03 R 13.45:1

2nd....... 2.17:1 .............. 8.48:1

4th ....... 1. OO‘ ) 3.9.1.1 .....
4thOD ..1.00:1 ......een..... 3.13:T
Overdrive Ratio

Final Drive RAtiO .....cceveereureenn.
Engine RPM@60miph’in4thOD

I W

T CHASSIS & BO

Minimum stopping distance

From G0 mMPh ....ccevrviciiiccnnnneeecerceceeees 170 fu.

From 80 mMPh ..cceeeeeeeeerercvcrcneereceerenne. 300 ft.

(@) 118 o) OO very good

Pedal Effort for 0.5g StOp ..ccccceeeecenees 35 lbs.
Fade, effort after six 0.5g stops

from 60 MPh ....cccocoerrerncecnneereecesenns 45 lbs.

Brake feel ......cuvverveececcercenernenee very good

Overall brake rating .....ccccceeecracssves average

FUEL ECONOMY
1. Normal driving .........cceeerueuenes est. 25.0 mpg
-+ EPACHY/BWY. weueursreneesessnssnsssassesssossaans

* “Fuel capacitv ................................. 12.0 gal.
* HANDLING

c6el(200. ft.skidpad):oices.... 0.808

................. moderate understeer

. A

s o ¢ o Balance thru slalom .......c.eeeeeeeevcccccnnneeenn m
asemFronvEngineRe
O Idle in neutral .......ccceeveeeeceernecenns 63 dBA
Wheels.......cccevcranee Wire Spoke, 14x4-1/2]
TS oo Uniroyal Rallyes340£70, Constant FLOR s ¢12] s ORI 83 dBA
Steerin ﬁi{:gﬂ;’;ﬁ ’ ”*”’Sub)ectwe ratings consist of excellent, very
T lgocktolock """"""""" 79 good, good, average, and poor. NA means
UIIIS, .................................... Womdoﬂ Isnotavallable
Suspension,f/r .......upper & lower A arms,
coil springs, lever shocks, ant roll bar/live
axle, leaf springs, lever shocks. TEST NOTES
ACCELERATION Dropping the clutch for out timed accelera-
Time to speed Seconds tion runs brings a brief chirp from the tres
0-30 mph 43 and usable power up to about 5000 RPM,
60 h ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo though the engine's mechanical nOise is high
0-60 MPphQ....ccoireiieriieeeemmmccrsesiereeneneranenes 12.8 by todavs standards
0-80 MPN.e.roereeecerireencencrnescrnsensseesenns 24.0 y tocays .
Around the skidpad, the MGB generated
'(l)‘irfc)eot?tdxstance Secg%ds 0.80g - a surprisingly high level of lateral
e acceleration - together with moderate un-
).500 ft- ............................................... 10.3 dersteer thatls eatlv am bl t th me
0-1320 fr.(1/4 mile) ......... 19.0@72.5 mph greatty amenable {o thro
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