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TECH SESSION

On February 26, at 10:00 AM at Quality Coaches
there will a tech session, chili feed, and heated gather-
ing of the winter-bound MG faithful.

Coftee and Doghnuts at 10:00AM then, Randy By-
both, Professor of Lucasology, will “enlighten” us re-
garding MG electrical systems and electrical trou-
bleshooting. I find it hard to believe that there’s any-
body inthe club who couldn’t benfit from some help in
the fight against the Lord of Darkness.

We will break at about noon for Cindy’s by-now-
famous midwinter chili and then it’s back to the cars.
(I'm told she has a special chili recipie for us to sample
this time as well.)

And if you couldn’t get that nifty MG watch at the
holiday party last month, remeber you get double MG
bucks for driving your MG to a winter event! (Last
year some of us even got to park our cars inside.)

Quality Coaches is at 20 West 38th St in Minneapolis
Take the 35th/36th St Exit from 35W, go west to
Nicolett, then left on Nicolett to 38th and then right.
You can’t miss it. And let us not forget. thanks to
Mark Brandow at Quality Coaches for the use of the
shop.

Presidents Corner 'Y

Doug Madson
On the Road with MMGG

Boy. those steam guvs take that old motorhead
adage of "there’s nothing like cubic inches" sen-
ously. An MMGG contingent was on their way to
Twist's Summer Party in 93
and had stopped at a rcally neat steam show in the
middle of Michigan. Tractors. tractors and more
tractors. many of them huffing and puffing and
moving about like mechanical
dinosaurs. They had cven restored a huge single
cylinder engine with a piston the size of a
"Bugeye". It was connected to a 30" flvwheel that
ran cight o1l well pumps via long rods
that laid on the ground. Yes. thev pumped oil in
Michigan back in the 20's and 30's. It was a fasci-
nating machine and it finally started. My god, what
a mass of metal and belts and rods and steam all
moving in a beautifully coordinated mechanical
symphony that would never get OSHA approval in
a million vears. It was lots of fun to see but the
Summer Party beckoned.

As we started south again toward Grand
Rapids. tops down (except for Mary & | in the
GT.) our 4 cylinder lumps of iron singing away at
a good clip. I noticed the sky darkening ahead. We
pulled off the road to do the thing evervbody knew
was neccssary. Get those erector sets of metal and
cloth that MG called a hood, erected as soon as
humanly possible. It was too late. The sky literally
opened up and the rain came down in torrents.
Mary & I closed the sliding sunroof and sat smug-
gly watching the pandimonum that ensued. We re-

(Continued on page 2)




Minnesota MG Group Garette, Februarv 2004

T 7 : : ]
President {Doug Madson 320-251-0317
Vice President | Simon Bosworth 651-454-7413
Treasurers Dan & Jeanctic Shidla 612-831-0291
Secretary | Cindy O’Brien 612-936-9335
N.L. Editor Phil Vanner 612-789-4614
N.L. Publisher !Larry Henle can’t get rid of it
Regalia | Jim Lymburn 612-780-9241
Tool Control fRoger Karnopp 651-454-1379
Club Liaison Brian McCullough 631-462-0145
Membership ( Tim Crain 612-920.2489

Jim Pennoyer 631-229-3396
2001 Chairs Dick Wallrich 651-644-0154

rDave Stovall 612-894-4203

MEMBERSHIPS

Initial membership is $30 (this gets you up 1o two
name badges- additional name badges are $3.00 each)

. Dues are $25 per houschold per year for established
members. Includes 1 year subscription to the MMGG
I Gazette.
Fill out the form on page 3 and send it with vour check
|  pavable to “MMGG™ 10:

| Dan Shidla
10305 Morris Road
‘ Bloomington, MN 55437

! Newsletter Submissions and Adverntisements:
i Phil Vanner
| 1811 19th Ave NE ]
| Minneapolis. MN 55418
Call 612-789-4614 for FAX information or
‘ E-mail philv@pclink.com
NOTE NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS

x

‘1 All statements are the opinion of the persons express-

| ing them, and not necessarily the official opinions or
policies of the Minnesota MG Group.

President’s Corner |

(Continued from page 1) ‘
marked that it was nice to be able to secure our stead |
so quickly until I felt a drip of water on my right leg. [
The GT was leaking! The torrent had overwelmed

even our secure little space and water was getting in ’
from somewhere. Lesson #1, one should never get
overconfident in a British sports car. It stopped rain- )
ng as quickly as it started and soon we were back on }
track to the Summer Mecca.
The rest of the week was a

blast. A great event as all the "o
Summer Parties were. We Foot pizzas fit

made new fiends, spent time perfectly in the
with old friends and discovered ~ hatch area of an
that two "Big Foot" pizzas fit MGBGT
perfectly in the hatch area of
an MGBGT during our
MMGG beer and pizza party.

MMGG has been on the road several times since,
and Mary and I have some great memories of travel-
ing with our friends. Wonderful people that we origi-
nally had only' a common interest in an obscure British
sports car. Those friendships have matured into much
more than that. We now consider our MMGG friends
members of our human family. I write this month's
editton of the Presidents Corner to encourage you to
try to make a road trip with MMGG this vear. We are
going to a number of great events. Some of us are go-
ing to Cleveland for MG 2000 and Larry Henle has
set aside several rooms at the host hotel. At this writ-
ing there are a couple left. Closer to home, MMGG
will be heading north in carly June to Thunder Bav to
spend a weekend with

...two "Big

Continued on page 7)
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Minnesota MG Group

Road Trips in 2000

MMGG will be going on several road trips in 2000. Larry Henle
and | have made reservations at all of the following events. If
you are interested please contact us at your earfiest
convenience.

« Rendezvous 2000 Thunder Bay Ontano

June 9* and 10® Contact Doug (320) 251-0317
**MG2000 Cleveland, Ohio

June 15* 16° & 17* Contact Larry(507)532-6425
**GOF Central Duluth

July 19* & 20" Contact Doug
**Cruise to Henle’s Marshall Mn

August 5° Contact Larry

All the reservations are at the host hotel except the

GOF and those are at an adjoining hotel. MMGG wall
be “ on the road again”in 2000. Hope you can join

"MINI-MANIA"®

Here they are...the Minnesota MG
Group's youngest members. LILI
Vanner with Darcie and Phil.

REBRECCA McCullough with Brian
and Jennifer.




On a warm Saturday mght (at least warm for nud Jan-
uany iIn Minnesota) around 70 of our MG famuly gathered
at the Burnsville Benchwarmer Bob's restaurant to cele-
brate our annual Holiday party. Larryv Henle was in An-
zona and missed the warm Minnesota weather

The evening began with cocktails and Hors D oeuvres of
vegetable trayv and mixed party snacks Therce was plenty
of discussion on various winter MG projects including
Todd Wvatt's V8 conversion. Randyv's new garage. Val's
latest Quality Coaches stories and of course. MG 2001

progress.

John and Diana Hetzler were the
winners of the MGF car model at
the Holiday Party. About 70 were
in attendance.

Dan Shidla, a man of many talents,
could it be that one of may be

'7 The Hohd;ygpamy
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The buffet began about 7 o clock. including entrees of
roast beef. ham and turkey. There was salad. mashed
potatoes. and gravy. muxed vegetables and bread sticks
Evervone seemed pleased with the food and service

The meal was topped off by cakes specially decorated
with British flags and MG emblems

There were many contributors of door prizes and itcms
for our annual auction.  The auction moved briskly with
(Conninued on page ~1

"YOU GOTTA HAVE THE BUCKS™
Curt Robinson makes a bid at the

Mcre of our new members are Jim

Klungness and Diane Lotsberg. A
big welcome and we'll see you at
next summer's driving events.

Here

Holiday Party. You make the bucks by
attending the Minnesota MG Group

events.
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Classifieds

SERVICE:

Motoring Goodies will soon have an open bay
available for your MG work. Complete restoration or
major renovation a specialty . Benefit from my years of
experience with T-series MG’s. Highly competitive
hourly rates and the highest quality workmanship is
my gurantee.

For vour appointment, please call B ob Figenskau at
612-935-7909

FOR SALE : .
1975 MG Midget. 23.000 miles. Excellent condition. Just One Map This Month:
Price Negotiable.
John Lauzon
Bessemer. M1 \ Tech Samsion grm Minmeepoli
(906) 667-0051 | Y000 AM
(Bessemer is on the U.P. near the WI border) T
N
‘ C
FOR SALE : , Nioolen
MG A Carbs %u.l,ry gﬂ h
S U Carburator Set for an MGA ;{m\:le:poliit
Excellent Condition; Includes Heat Shield (612)824-4155 ﬁ
$350.00 or Best Offer
Call Tim Crain at: 612-920-2489 L
or E-mail: ncrain@sprynet.com
MMGG
Technical Advisors

WHAT YOU NEED. WE HAVE USED PARTS T0O.

QUUALITY COACHER

WE WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR MG PARTS & SERVICE BUSINESS IN
1999 AND WANT YOU TO KNOW WE LOVE OUR CUSTOMERS. WE TRY TO
STOCK ALL PARTS TO KEEP YOUR MG RUNNING OR WE WiLL ORDER

Q.C. STORAGE TIP: TRY DOING A TRICKLE CHARGE ON YOUR
BATTERY ONCE A MONTH FOR LONGER BATTERY LIFE.

b
Saab * Honda * Mazda * Mitsubishi * Toyota * Bumv

70 W sslh ST MPLS 8)4-4155

Nissan * Geo * Hyundai * Acura * Audi * Volvo * Austin Healey

T-types: Lew Palmer....... 651-436-7401
MGA: Roger Kamopp....651-454-1379
MGB: Randy Bvboth....612-936-9335

BGT: Mike Hirschman..612-391-5769

Midgets:

Dewey Frier................. 612-424-3286
Brian McCollough........ 651-462-0145
Bodywork

Dewey Frier................. 612-424-3286

If you want to know - Ask' These people
have expressed willingness to answer
questions and offer advice about these
cars, whether you are looking to repair or
purchase, it always helps to know more.

SIP3VIBN , 9YISI0d . ‘MA « 1BA0Y , qdumuj_ « ON
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A Blast From the Past: Doug has provided several price lists for MG sports cars when they were new. and we will be
sharing then with vou over the next few months. This is from March 1966. Wire wheels were standard on the Midget?

MODEL OPTIONAL EXTRAS
MGB/GT $ 3095 00 Heater $ 64.00
Whitewall Tires 35.00
Specifications Include: Overdrive 177.00
Laminated Windshield Cigarette Lighter 6.00
Windshield Washers Chrome Wire Wheels 137.00
Leather Bucket Seats
Wire Wheels
. Anti-Roll Bar
Disc Brakes
MGB - Disc Wheels $ 2607 00 Heater $ 64.00
MGB - Wire Wheels 2705 00 Folding Hood 30.00
. ‘Whitewall Tires 35.00
Specifications include: SP 41 Tires 39.00
Laminated Windshield Tonneau Cover 33 Q0
Windshieid Washers Hardtop 221 00
Leather Upholstery Overdrive 177 Q0
Disc Brakes Anti-Roll Bar 8.00
MG Midget Mk . It § 2055.00 Heater $ 59.00
‘ Tonneau Cover 35.00
Specificationa Include:; Roadspeed Tires 35.00
Laminated Windshield Whitewall Tires 35.00
Wire Wheels Hardtop 181.00
Windshield Washers
Dis¢ Brakes
AUSTIN HEALEY 3000 Mk. III § * 3565.00 Whitewall Tires $ 35.00
Tonneau Cover 44 .00
Specifications Include:
Laminated Windshield
Windshield Washers
Heater
Wire Wheels ,
Roadspeed Tires
Servo-Assisted Disc Brakes
Overdrive
Adjustable Steering
AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE Mk. I § 1888 .00 Heater $ 53.00
Tonneau Cover . 35.Q0
Specifications Include: Roadspeed Tires 35 060
Lamingted Windshleld - Whi:2wall Tires 35.00
Windshigld Washers Hardtop 181.00
Disc Brakes '
iD 269 ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE arch
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| MMGG M. embership Form

Name Spouse/other
Home Phone Work Phone
Address _ e R R .
Cm e s s e e
p[c ach" m dhme == mumlf andmurmr(g e
: Dm Shld[a_MMGG ...................
.................................................................. 10305 e S
Initial Mcmbcrehlp:s 830, niake ché&k ﬁé)'ablé to MMGG .md scnd to: | Bloommg[on. MI\ 5‘-437 ......

President’s Corner

Holiday Party

(Continued from page 2)

our friends to the North. They know how to throw a
party better than just about anybody. We'll be going
north again in July for the GOF that our Minnesota "T"
register partners are hosting in Duluth. In early August
we'll be heading southwest to Marshall for a weekend
at Henle’s.

Gene Cooper mentioned at our Holiday Party that the
Chicago MG club will be having a Summer Party in
Abington, IL. That replaces Twist's event in late Au-
gust.

Rescrvations have been made at the above events and
if you are interested, a contact list is included else-
where in this issue. Road trips in an MG are always
interesting and a road trip with vour MG friends is
even better. Hope to see vou on the road.

Safety Fast, Doug

P.S. A special thanks to Jeanette & Dan Shidla and Jon
Mastey "Holiday Party

Trainee" for a great event: 70 MMGGers and a great
auction. Thanks Again!

(Continued from page 4)
spirited bidding and the usual combining of loot for the
final prizes.

The feedback indicated it was a fun and enjoyable
evening.

List of contributors:

MN MG Group

Moss Motors

Doug and Mary Madson

Quality Coaches & Val

Randy Byboth & Cindy O’Bricn
Midwest Motor Sports — Dan Iburg
Lew & Darlene Palmer

New Life to Classics — Dave Wintz
Ken & Diane Merrll

Victoria British

Larry & Barb Henle

Roadster Factory

Mike & Donna Hirschman

Apple Hydraulics

Dick Wallrich

Eastwood Co




Minnesota MG Group
10305 Morris Road
Bloomington, MN 55437

Randy Byboth Cindy O'Brien .|
5041 Beacon HillRd  Pd99 |
Minnetonka MN 55345 |
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MINNESOTA MG GROUP
HOLIDAY PARTY CA|KES

In This Issue... .., Tech Sessiqn. Holiday Party Upglgicst, Rk 4 uéah rhaiblisigs, | (odpd did L i ohe?)

|
2000 Sched 1ile (most dates are tentative - events in bold are official MM GG events) ‘
Date Event Host Place |
Feb 26 Tech Session Randy and Cindy Byboth Quality Coaches ]
March 25 or 26  Kick-off Brunch Tim and Nancy Crain Lord Fletcher’s? i
Aprl 15 Tech Session Dick Wallrich/Randy Byboth Dick’s Garage/St Paul :
May 21 Mearn’s Maneuvers Phil Vanner/Ken Merrill =|
InterMarque Banquet Jon Masley d
26 Parc Expose Car Show Various St Paul |1
27-29  Great River Road Rally MN ALFA Romeo Club St Paul and South -'
June 7 Brit Day Dave Wintz Mankato ‘
9-11 Vintage Sports Car Rendezvous  TB Vintage Sports Car Club Thunder Bay, Ont
15-18 MG 2000 Emerald Necklace MG Register  Cleveland, OH |
July Picnic/Car Show Bosworths/Olsons St. Paul |
18-21 GOF MN MGT Register Duluth
Chicago Historics Elkhart Lake {
Aug  5-6 The Marshall Plan Larry and Barb Henle Marshall, MN .
12 Swap Meet Show Vanners/McCulloughs Ellingson’s, Rogers, MN ',
Sept. 9 Wheels and Wings Jerry and Nancy Strand Osceola, WI '
16 Mercedes event Dan and Jeanette Shidla Linden hills, Mpls ‘
Oct 6 or 7 Fall Colour Tour ? Owatonna? |
Nov 4 Annual Meeting Doug and Mary Madson? . | @

January "01 Holiday Party Jon Masley }
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