
 

 

T h e 
Gazette is the official publication of the 

Minnesota MG Group.  It is published 

monthly except for January.  Deadline 

for contributions is the 15th of the 

month prior to publication. Submis-

sions should be sent to the editor. 

Volume 8, issue 8 

September 2008 

M I N N E S O T A  M G  G R O U P  

Inside this issue: 

Editor Comments 2 

2008 Garden Party 3 
MG Club Regalia 4 
Velocity Results 5 
Wheels & Wings 6 
Tech Tip Dr. Ernie 6 

2009 Rally In the Valley 7 

This and That 8 
MMGG  Events Calendar 9 
Other Events Calendar 10 
Kind  of Classified Ads 11 
Membership Form 12 

Gazette 

Tom and Barb Belongia will 
host their 5th Annual Fish n’ 
Chips Dinner on Saturday,  

September 27th.  
 
We’ll start a 2 p.m. with the British Glen Car Show with all 
MN T and MMGG members welcome. (Neighbors and other 
enthusiasts have been invited to see the cars.)  Dinner starts 
about 5 p.m.   Please bring a dish to pass.   We’ll supply the 
Fish n’ Chips, water, wine, beer, soda and all the utensils and 
plates.   We’ll end the evening with Natter n’ Noggin around 
the outdoor fire place.  238 Glen Circle, River Falls, WI is 
the place.   Call 715-425-0189 to let us know you’re coming, 
if you get lost or whatever!  

Wheels & Wings!! 
Hosted by Jon Masley 

Come help us  
“claim the Hill” 
September 6 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Osceola, Wi. 



 

 

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 
and is dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment 
of the MG Marquee.  Correspondence can be  
addressed to:   

Minnesota MG Group 
1860 West Roselawn St 

Falcon Heights, MN 55113 
 

Visit us on the web at WWW.MMGG.ORG. 

President 
Richard Wallrich 
1860 West Roselawn 
Falcon Heights, MN 55113 
651-644-0154 
chartbus@comcast.net 

Vice President 
Dawn Williams  
951 18 1/2 Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 
612-363-5990 
williamsd@puc-mn.org 

Treasurer 
Jon Masley 
3947 Bailey Ridge Draw 
Woodbury, MN 44125 
651-779-8605 
jdmasley@yahoo.com 

Secretary 
Elena Biessener 
10793D Falling Water Lane 
Woodbury, MN  55129 
651-337-0681 
elen2b0916@comcast.net 

Intermarque Rep 
James Pennoyer 
4209 Decatur Ave N 
New Hope, MN 55428 
762-536-5472 
mgadriven@yahoo.com 

Newsletter 
Tom Belongia 
238 Glen Circle 
River Falls, WI. 54022 
715-425-0189 
tom.belong@pressenter.com 

Newsletter 
Barb Belongia 
238 Glen Circle 
River Falls WI. 54022 
715-425-0189 
barb.belong@pressenter.com 

Membership Roster 
Jon Masley 
3947 Bailey Ridge Draw 
Woodbury, MN 44125 
651-779-8605 
jdmasley@yahoo.com 

Webmaster 
Diane Rindt 
4271 North Shore Drive 
Eau Claire, WI. 54703 
715-832-8316 
drindt5953@hotmail.com 

New Member Coordinator 
Bill McReaken 
10905 27th Avenue South 
Burnsville, MN 55387 
952-890-0102 
mgb1969@msn.com 

Regalia 
Diane Rindt 
4271 North Shore Drive 
Eau Claire, WI. 54703 
715-832-8316 
drindt5953@hotmail.com 

Past President 
Alan Kelsey 
15942 Harmony Way Ct. 
Apple Valley, MN 55124 
952-891-3452 
alan@rarehome.com 

2007 Club Officers 
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THE RUBBER   B’S 
EDITOR’S NOTES 

TOM & BARB BELONGIA, EDITORS 

It’s hard to believe that our summer is coming to an 
end.  The typical autumn activities of Wheels n’ 
Wings, our Fish n’ Chips and Fall Color Tours are in 
the very foreseeable future.   Where did all the time 
go to get those summer projects done?   But we love 
the fall’s milder weather and clear days.  Hopefully 
this season will move slower or we’ll soon have to 
get started on those last winter projects that weren’t 
completed.    
We have another photo packed issue thanks to the 
work of Bob “Andy” Anderson.  Perhaps at this 
year’s annual meeting we can “vote” to get him an 
official Press Pass for club events. 
There are many events forthcoming in October.   
Please remember to get us all the details no later than 
September 15th so they can be included in next 
month’s edition and highlighted on the front page of 
The Gazette.  
It’s hard to believe that it has been almost four years 
since we “volunteered” to be the editors of The 
MMGG Gazette.   Tom has always been the lead per-
son, fitting the content (articles and photos) and ar-
ranging the pages.   Barb has always been the clean 
up person, filling in the blanks, editing each article 
and writing when spaces need to be filled.  It’s been 
a fun job — but one that has its own pressure and, of 
course, there are the deadlines.  It is with a heavy 
heart that we tendered our resignation as The Gazette 
editors recently with Dick Wallrich.   Honestly we 
need a break.   So we’ll finish out this year and work 
with the new editor(s) to help them publish their first 
few editions.   So if you feel creative, have a little 
extra time on your hands and / or like computer 
things, please volunteer to be the new editors.   
Keeping the club informed on activities is a very 
necessary activity.  Hopefully you will enjoy as 
much as we have.   Safety Fast from your editors!  
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2008 
Garden Party  

Photo’s by: Andy Anderson 
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Need a Nametag? 
If you are a newer member and have not received 
your nametags, or are an existing member and lost 
yours, please request one from new member coordi-
nator Bill McReaken (952-890-0102).  If you leave 
a message, please be sure to SPELL both first and 
last names for each name tag and leave a phone 
number at which you can be reached.  Lost name-
tags cost $10.00.  Send your check to Bill, made out 
to MMGG. 

MG Girl Regalia (both the above design as well as 
the new MGT and MGB) is available from Diane 
Rindt.   Please contact her if you are interested in 
any of the following items or for special orders. 
    

     MG Girl periwinkle Tank Tops 
(most sizes) 

MG Girl white Tank Tops 
(most sizes) 

MG Girl Patches 
MG Girl yellow Tank Top  

MMGG Club Regalia  
Everyone can get into the spirit of the club with 
MMGG Regalia. 
 Grill Badges                Can Coolers 
 MMGG Patches          Ladies Polo Shirt 
 Ladies Tank Tops       Men’s Sweat Shirts 
 Men’s Polo Shirts       Men’s Tank Tops 
 Men’s Tee Shirts 

Hats 

Special Orders also Accepted 
Choose from the original MMGG logo  

Or the new MG Minnesota logo (above) 
 

NEW — MG Girl with an MGB now available! 
Contact Diane Rindt. 

Need  Car Storage ? 
 

What we have to offer is classic car storage on 
winter and summer storage contracts.  The 
storage facility is heated, and secured through 
a computer controlled key access sys-
tem.  Each participant will have their own card 
and 24/7 access to their vehicle.  Our costs are 
competitive (only $475 for a 6-month winter 
contract from November 1st to April 30th), and 
our facility is clean and tenanted by fellow 
classic car owners and several medical doctors 
who use the top level of our four story facility 
as indoor parking for their respective medical 
practices. 
   If you or anyone with an MG ever wishes to 
tour our facility, we’ll be more than happy to 
set something up, as we are very proud of the 
premium spaces and facility we that have to 
offer. 

Paul Carroll 
The Wirth Companies 

615 Second Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

O: 612-278-9280 
F: 612-339-2538 

pcarroll@wirthcompanies.com 
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VELOCITY: The Art of Motion  
British Motorcar Exhibition 

August 1, 2008 
 

 
BEST OF SHOW 
Dan Iburg 
1952 Jaguar XK 120 
 
3rd Place 
Aaron Courteau 
1967 Ginetta G20 
 

 
5th Place 

Donna Chadfield 
1961 Jaguar Mark IX Saloon 

 

2nd Place 
J.L (Jim) Hendershot 
1951 MG TD MK II 
 
4th Place 
Jack Schneider 
1932 MG J2 Midget 
G TD Mark II 

Photo’s by 
Andy Anderson 
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Head Gaskets        To be more specific, how to not have a blown head gasket. 
TECH TIP:  by Ernie West    

 
     As simple as it sounds (just bolt the head to the block) it’s more than that.  And the more sophisticated the 
engine, the more critical small details become.  I recently became the victim of a blown head gasket with my 
907 Lotus engine, 230 miles from home naturally.  Like in most cases there was no one obvious cause.  In my 
case I’ll admit to ignorance.  I didn’t know specs like the latest torque figures, the latest torque sequence, the 
correct tool (a torque angle gauge), and the fact that on this engine you DON’T re torque the head after 1,000 
miles. 
     So in summary let me emphasis that you bone up on all of the latest factory specs for your engine.  For in-
stance if your factory manual is twenty years old, the factory may have changed its mind (they call it up-
dating) several times already.  That plus as time goes along head gasket materials change and the old recom-
mendation to re torque the head after a specific time might actually be detrimental.  Also using a torq angle 
gauge is getting to be more and more accepted as the preferred method of tightening head nuts or bolts.  Of 
course the old standard rules of having head bolt holes clean so the bolts don’t bottom against rust and having 
all of the threads clean and properly lubricated (or not) still apply, along with the obvious, that the head and 
block surfaces must be flat or within factory specs for warp. 
     And one last thing.  If your head has washers under the stud nuts or bolts make sure they all fit and are the 
correct thickness.  I had one oddball washer on one stud right where the gasket blew.  Yep, I still don’t know 
for sure why it blew.       Safe Motoring!!!   Dead Lake Motors 
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August 6 - 9, 2009 
 

What is the definition of “Rally”? 
 (A gathering of people intended to arouse enthusiasm!) 

 

“Rally in the Valley” is a European InterMarque sports car event. 
Sponsored by: The Minnesota MG Group. 

Hosted by: Steve and Diane Rindt 
 

2009 Theme, “Those were the Days” 
 

All New Location: 
The Eau Claire Travel and Business Center 
Sleep Inn and Suites / 29 Pines 

 
Beautiful Wisconsin Roads for the scenic drives:   
These Rallies are not for the serious rally participant.   
They are fun with easy directions & questions, “Spouse 
friendly” 
 
      Tentative Schedule: 

Thursday – Registration & Natter – N - Noggin 
Friday – Rally (part 1) / Lunch / Rally (part 2). 
Saturday -  Car Show, Funkhanna (w/cars), Awards  

           Dinner / Ceremony. 
Farewell breakfast.    

 
The registration form and more information will be posted on the MMGG web site. 
www.mmgg.org  in the upcoming weeks.   
For questions please contact Diane Rindt (715) 832-8316 or email  drindt5953@hotmail.com    

Make your reservations at: Sleep Inn & Suites Conference Center / (715) 874-2900. 
Mention “Rally in the Valley 2009” for a special rate. 



 

 

MMGG Technical Advisors 
The following people have expressed a willingness 
to answer questions and offer advice about these 
cars.  Take them up on their offer. 

Triple-M - Lew Palmer 651/436-7401 
T-types - Bob Figenskau 952/935-7909 
MGA - Mike Hirschman 763/391-5769 
MGB - Randy Byboth 952/936-9335 

Midgets - Brian McCullough 651/462-0145 
Bodywork - Open 

Quality Coaches, Inc. 
20 West 38th St. (38th & Nicollet) 

Minneapolis, MN.  55409 
Ph. 612-824-4155, Fax 612-824-4460 Email: 

ValW@quality-coaches.com 

 
MOSS Distributor-STOCKING PARTS TO KEEP 

YOUR MG-TRIUMPH-AUSTIN HEALY RUNNING.  
30 YEARS SERVICE FOR BRITISH CARS, FOR-

EIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIR. 

BMC British Auto 
 

Austin-MG-Mini-all types of pre and post  
War British Automobiles.  Mechanical Services and 

Restorations of both. 
Brian McCullough 

Ph. 651-462-0145 or 
Email: brian@bmcautos.com 

Just north of Forest Lake, Minnesota. 
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Call Steve on his new  number  612-287-5964 
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Calendar of MMGG 
CLUB Events 

Let’s have some fun! 

Editors comments:  This calendar will be continually modified 
and updated.  The MMGG club is working closely with other 

British car clubs on a variety of activities.  You are encouraged 
to attend any car club event. 

NOTE — All information for upcoming events — both Club Sponsored and Other Events — is due 
by the 15th of the month for publication in the next MMGG Gazette.  Event hosts are responsible 
for supplying all the information for the event for publication.    Please don’t forget this important step 
in hosting your Specific MMGG event.  tom.belong@pressenter.com 

September 6, 2008 Wings & Wheels  Hosted by Jon and Haidi Masley in Osceola, WI.  Car show, 
airplane rides, crafts and a book sale are just some of the things to do at this 
event.  Plan to arrive early and park with the group on the “British Hill” just 
north and east of the MotorBooks office. 

September, 27, 2008  

October 4, 2008 Fall Colour Tour  Hosted by Diane and Ken Merrill 
October 11, 2008 Autumn Tour  Hosted by Keith and Phyllis Galberth 
October 25, 2008 Halloween Party  Hosted by Bob and Lori Jensen 
November 8, 2008 Annual MMGG Meeting   Location to be determined. 
December, 2008  Pre-Holiday Event  Date and Hosts needed 
December 31, 2008 
January 17, 2009 

New Year’s Eve Party Hosted by Dick and Val Wallrich 
MMGG Annual Holiday Party At Tartan Park Club House.  Hosted by Dawn 
Williams, Diane Vinar, and Cathy LaClair 

Tom and Barb Belongia will host their 5th Annual Fish n’ Chips Dinner on 
Saturday, September 27th.  
We’ll start a 2 p.m. with the British Glen Car Show. Dinner starts about 5 
p.m.   Please bring a dish to pass.   We’ll supply the Fish n’ Chips, water, wine, 
beer, soda and all the utensils and plates.   We’ll end the evening with Natter n’ 
Noggin around the outdoor fire place.  238 Glen Circle, River Falls, WI is the 
place.   Call 715-425-0189 to let us know you’re coming, if you get lost or what-
ever!  
If you’re coming on I-94 East into Wisconsin – Exit 2 / Carmichael Road.   Turn 
right (south) and continue on Carmichael / County Road F for approximately 5 
miles.   Turn right onto Glenmont Road (County Rd MM goes left at the same 
intersection into River Falls).   We’ll have this intersection marketing with Brit-
ish Flag signs and arrows.   Continue west on Glenmont Road for about ½ mile 
to the second right.  Turn right onto Glen Lane.   Proceed to the bottom of the 
hill and the stop sign at Glen Circle.   Proceed almost straight into our driveway. 
If you’re coming across into Wisconsin at Prescott – take a left as you come off 
the bridge, proceed on Highway 10 up the hill and then left onto Highway 29 at 
the stop light.   Continue north on Highway 10 to County Road F – left on 
F.   You’ll travel about 10 miles to the intersection of Glenmont Road and 
County Road MM.  Left onto Glenmont and then the same directions as above. 
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Calendar of Other Events 
Support Our Friends! 

The MMGG Gazette welcomes all articles, features and letters.  Please submit all as Microsoft Word docu-
ments.   All articles, features and letters will be subject to editing but all efforts will be made not to change 

the meaning of the submitted document. 

On Going  
Saturday Mornings  

All Year Round 

Saturday morning British Breakfast at the Square Peg Diner, 2021 East Hen-
nepin Avenue, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (most people get there early).   Open 
to all lovers of British cars.  Proprietor Phil Vanner, a British car owner, welcomes 
you.  New expanded dining room too!   After breakfast we linger in the parking 
lot, weather permitting, to “show off” our cars. 
MG Girls meet the second Saturday of each month at the Square Peg too. 

East Ender’s Breakfast 
1st and 3rd  
Saturdays 
NOTICE: 

LOCATION CHANGE 

A group of MGers have started a semi monthly East Enders Breakfast group. For 
those MG (and any other) enthusiasts that want to breakfast a little later and not 
drive to Minneapolis. Join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays each month, 9 a.m. at the 
Sail Away Café, 1321 St. Croix Trail Afton Mn.  Just North of the junction of 
County Road 18 and St. Croix Trail. 

Additional Events for 2008 — Thanks to everyone who came with ideas and volunteered to host events for 
the MMGG membership in 2008.   There are still open dates on the calendar, events that need hosts or space 
for other events. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to host an event — they’re fun and easy to host.   
Please discuss your ideas and dates with Dawn Williams to prevent any overlap of events and get your infor-
mation into the Gazette with as much advance notice as possible to assure everyone is aware of your event and 
can plan to attend.   Please include all the details! 

For Sale: 1980 MGB. Black/Black, 4-speed with 
overdrive, tires good, seats good but show a little 
wear, floor mats good. Runs and drives fine; has a 
bit of rust on rocker panels. Replacement motor has 
less than the odometer reading of 91,000. Includes: 
Maintenance manual, fiberglass hardtop, radio and 
tonneau cover. Needs: New soft top. $6900 obo. Call 
Dave at 712-852-3088. 

August 08 

Vintage Sports car Rendezvous 2009 AmericInn, Ashland, Wisconsin. Hosted 
by the Minnesota Austin-Healey Club. Info: Tom Moerke at tcmo-
erke@pressenter.com 

June 11-14, 2009 

For Sale:  Used stow-away top for MGB, and top 
frame and header.  Will sell separately or in combi-
nation.  Top has no tears or patches and Plexiglas 
has only very minor distortion in it.  Excellent con-
dition.  Call Bill McReaken @  952-890-0102. 

September 08 

For Sale: 1960 Healey Bugeye Sprite in perfect run-
ning condition. Red, tan interior. Includes tonneau, 
window attachments, top, jack, spare tire, and more. 
I've owned it 10 years. 
Best offer over $10,000. According to a concourse 
judge I consulted, it's one of the best around. 
Deborah deborah.kjs@gmail.com (612) 670-1332 
Please leave message if no answer 

September 08 

FOR SALE:  1967 MGB-GT Special.  Tartan Red, 
nice paint, Nice chrome, Gray Leather with Red Pip-
ing interior, nice interior, very clean engine bay, 
MiniLite wheels, overdrive. Good driver.  
Call  Jon Masley at 651-335-2372.  $9,999. 

September 08 
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For Sale…...Wanted…...Misc. 
Kind of classified rules:  Minnesota MG Group members ads will run free for three months, unless you tell the editor to drop 
them earlier or run them longer.  The month/year the ad was placed is in italics below the ad.  Commercial Ads as follows:  

Business Card—$10.00 issue; 1/4 page—$20.00 issue; 1/2 page-$30.00 issue; full page-N/A.  All commercial ads must run a 
minimum of 6 months and must be paid in advance.  Send to Tom Belongia, 238 Glen Circle, River Falls Wisconsin 54022. Or 

at: tom.belong@pressenter.com. Make checks payable to the MMGG. 

G A Z E T T E  

For  Sale 1960 Austin Healey 3000 MK I BT7.  Red 
with black interior, chrome wire wheels, tonneau, 
older soft top.  Has overdrive. $20,000 invested in 
recent restoration, selling for only $35,000 
 
For Sale  1979 MGB White with wire wheels. 
Needs a new owner soon. Call Mark for a price on 
this one. 
 
For Sale 1979 Orange with black interior. Rosestyle 
wheels.  85k miles.  $5,000 OBO 
 
For Sale 1972 MG Midget.  Iowa car.  Red with 
black interior. 40K miles.  New master brake cylin-
der.  Restored in 2003.  $4,500 OBO.  
 
For Sale  1962 Midget, MK I Green. Mag Wheels 
with a 1275 engine. This is a distressed sale.  $5,500 
 
For Sale 1980 VW rabbit cabriolet. Silver.  60K 
miles.  Manual transmission. Great student car for 
college. $45,00.  Summertime Gas Saver. 
 

For Sale  1953 MGTD Red with tan. Recent restora-
tion. Priced to sell. $20,000 
 

Call  Mark on his cell phone at 612-306-0044 

For Sale 1974 MGB Roadster. Purple with tan inte-
rior. 107K miles 4 speed with overdrive. Weber 
Carbs, Nardi signature steering wheel.  After market 
cast aluminum wheels.  Many more interesting fea-
tures, asking $5,500.  Call Jon at 952-470-0092 

May 2008 

For Sale 4 original rosette style wheels with trim 
ring from 1974 MGB (measure 15x5.5) Rear 
bumper from 1974 MGB (new) Chrome luggage 
rack for MGB (includes mounting hardware) Misc. 
Parts (some new) Mud Flaps, Interior door handle 
mechanism, moldings, headlight stone guards, front 
window center rod, switches, etc. Call or e-
mail.  Will negotiate on price. Jon Weiss HM: (952) 
470-0092 or at  jonboy48@aol.com 

May 2008 

For Sale 1979 Midget all original, un-
restored.  21,000 original miles, near number one 
condition.  Vermilion/black.  Factory original inside 
and out.  S/N is in the last 5000 cars produced.  No 
rust, never damaged.  Dealer-installed roll bar, radio, 
"B" style luggage rack.  Original top, window clear, 
original tires.  All decals in engine compartment are 
present and original.  This car received third place 
award at the national NAMGBR event in Minnesota 
in 2001. Includes bra, technalon cover, tonneau, 
Bentley service manual, original owner's manual, 
original tools in original factory bag. 
 Serious inquiries only.  Bill Blincoe, 763-234-8684 
or wrblincoe@earthlink.net 

June 08 

For Sale  1979 MGB convertible Red w new black 
top, no rust. Engine rebuilt at 79,057 miles. Has over
-drive, rebuilt transmission, new cam and lifters, 
timing chain.  Weber carb., electronic distributor, 
header exhaust. Recent new parts are, fuel pump, 
hoses, brakes, clutch master cylinder, starter, alter-
nator, water pump, and shocks. New Dunlop Tires. 
Air Horn and electric radiator fan. Stored in garage 
all winters.  $8,500.  Call Curt Robinson at 612 825 
9068 or e-mail at: carmg1@aol.com 

 
June 08 

For Sale  1973 Midget, red w/black top.  Extensive 
engine and partial overall restoration done in April 
2007.  Driven only 150 since then.  New clutch and 
slave cylinder, new convertible top, tonneau, bra & 
took kit.  No rust, heated winter storage.  Nearly 
level 2 in many respects.  $5000.  Mike Haeuser @ 
507-934-3289.  Email at Haeuser@gustavus.edu. 

April 2008 



 

 

MMGG Gazette Editor 
238 Glen Circle  

River Falls, Wisconsin  54022 

The Minnesota MG Group was founded in 1987 and is dedicated to the preservation, restoration,  
maintenance and enjoyment of all MG cars.  MG car ownership is not necessary to be a member of the 
Minnesota MG Group.  Membership is $35.00 with a $5.00 discount if paid before our Spring Kick Off 
Gathering (mid-March).  The membership year runs from January 1st to December 31st.  New members 

joining after August 31st  of any given year shall be granted membership for the remainder of that year and 
the next year as well.  Use this form to join or renew your membership.  Please compete this form, write 

out a check for $35 (or $30 if paying before mid-March)  
mail to: Minnesota MG Group, 3947 Bailey Ridge Draw,  

Woodbury, Minnesota 55125 
jdmasley@yahoo.com 

   New    Renewal     Changes 
 

Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of spouse/partner/significant other:_____________________________________ 
 
Street Address:__________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, & Zip Code:___________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone w/area code:  (______) (______)(__________) 
 
Add your Email Address here for your newsletter, and club notifications: 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
MG's) Owned:___________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Minnesota MG Group Membership 

We’re on the Web! 
www.mmgg.org 


